Doc.  Ho. 1571  A 


Page  1 


2. A. A.  Employment  bo.  47 


Reoort  on  P.W.  Labor  Condition 


To  War  Ministry 


Oct.  21,  Showa  17./ 1942/ 


We  are  reporting  to  you  that  we  have  been  notified  as  por 
enclosure  on  the  above  natter. 

Headquarters ,  Eastern  Area  Army. 

SEAL 


*  *  *  *  * 


17  Employment,  Ho.  1170 

To  Kotaro  NAKAMURA.  Esq.,  Oct.  7,  Showa  17  /1942/ 

Eastern  Area  Army  Commander. 

Concerning  P.W.  labor  condition,  I  wish  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  reported  to  the  ministers  of  Homo  Affairs  and  the  Aolfare 
on  the  above  matter  as  per  enclosure. 

Kaitaro  XONDO, 

Governor  of  KANAGAWA 
Prefecture 


To  Ministers  of  Welfare  Oct.  6,  Showa  17  /1942/ 

and  Home  Affairs 

Kaitaro  KONDO, 

Governor  of  KANAGAWA 
Prefecture. 

Concerning  the  P.W.  labor  condition  regarding  the  above  matter, 

I  reoort  that,  making  necessary  arrangements  in  accordance  with  in¬ 
structions  from  the  Ministry  of  Welfare  And  the  Arny  and  after  con. 
imitation  with  the  commanders  of  the  P.W.  camps,  wo  have  otarted 

p  W  labor  at  KAWASAKI  and  YOKAHAMA  Camps  from  September  23  and 
30  SHOWA  17  /1943/  respectively,  in  the  transportation  work  at  har¬ 
bors,  otc.,  and  are  getting  good  results  as  follows: 
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I.  Survey  of  the  P.W.  labor  cond.it  ion. 

(1)  Number  interned 

YJMAiAKJ  Camp  206 
YOjI  J3A1  A.  Camp 

(2)  Present  jtavu  plaeea  of  labor  and  kinds  of  labor 

KA’vA.5  Ad.  jl  Carp : 

The  KAVA3AX?.  nier  of  the  MITSUI  B’J3 SAN  KX. /MITSUI 
Pj  odve-cr  0-,/.  tb-  vlvu-f  of  the  NIPPON  KOKAN  EX. 

/  NiiPbll  Svee*  Tube  Co./,  vhe  NT  CHI  KAN  Warehouse 

Co  .  the  iiVAoAZ.  J;  rivey  ctaMoa,  etc. - unloading 

of  seal,  loading  arid  unloading  of  cargo,  lathe-men  at 

factories. 

lCKAKAMA  Camp: 

Unloading  at  the  YOEAHAMA  harbor  and  odd  jobs  in 
factories. 

(3)  Ik.  of  ji.-cn-  rr 


Pi  err.  Gij.i  23  to  Oct. 
YO ZIUAKk  C&.  >: 

6  — • 

Total 

number 

1,010 

rlst.r.  30  to  Oct. 

6  — 

Total 

number 

607 

(4)  Working  efficiency 

T;:o  working  3ifi'.lenr,y  '•£  .'  Vi  tvj  compared  with  Japanese 
laborers  i*  approximate?./  CO  por  cent  in  special  labor 
ouch  as  coal  unloading,  or.  neai.ly  the  same  in  loading  and 
unloading  c*a”go  at  jailvay  stations  and  waroheusea. 

;.a  regards  exi.lea  laborer  a  in  factories,  every  day  ten 
of  then  are  being  f eclat ively  engaged,  but  a  considerable 
time  will  be  required  beforo  they  will  display  an  efficiency 
equal  to  that  of  the  average  skilled  Japar.oso  workman,  as 
the  height  of  tho  machines  and  other  conditions  are  different. 

I:;.  general,  they  arc  .non  who  have  net  done  ary  labor  for  a 
considerably  long  time  and  ii  is  considered  that  when  they 
get  used  to  the  Japanese  workmen  their  efficiency  will  increase. 

II.  Effects  of  P.W.  labor  upon  business  proprietors 

(l)  As  ri-gardc  t reimporting  labor  at  harbors  there  had  been  a 
b  her '.ago  of  labor  ar.d  vp.geo  wore  liable  to  soar  with  evil 
effects  on  getting  leboieio  and  on  tho  smooth  oporation  of 
transportation  of  goods.  It  is  generally  admitted  by  all 
the  business  proprietors  alike  that  tho  uoe  of  P.W.  labor 
has  made  the  systematic  operation  of  transportation  possible 
for  the  first  time,  and  has  r.ot  only  produced  a  groat  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  business  circle,  but  will  also  contribute  greatly 
to  tho  expansion  of  product ion,  including  munitions  of  war, 
ar.d  the  execution  of  industry. 
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III.  Effects  of  ?.W.  labor  or.  Japanese  l&borors 


(l)  Effects  cn  laborer 8  woo  have  hitherto  worked  diligently 
The  laborers  who  h  ve  hitherto  worked  diligontly  and 
had  comparatively  good  working  records,  are  making  still 
better  working  record j,  as  cUW.  labor  seems  to  stimulate 
them,  intensifying  their  pride  as  a  Japanese  and  reusing 
their  fighting  spirit  r.ot  to  be  outdone  by  PWs. 


(2)  Effects  on  laborer  j  vmo  have  hitherto  been  uneatisfactoxy 
Tne  workmen  eng. in  transportation  labor  at  harbors, 
in  the  past,  had  been  *  a -tic',  lav  about  their  work.  Con¬ 
sequently  it  van  ucoal  f  jr  approximately  ten  per  cent  of 
them  net  to  git  to  lO.*-,  !•  xt  3inro  l ho  use  of  ?.W.  labor 

alleviated  tv.  soma  mi.p>ure  the  iaoor  shortage,  Japanese 
workmen  h.v-o  been  obi;  $#>  1  to  n~C~:t  to  the  gathering  spot 
earlier  than  ceioro  in  the  noming,  for  if  not,  they  may 
be  unable  to  got  jobs  Iht.a,  they  are  getting  accustomed 
to  gc.ther  an  hour  earlier  in  the  morning  and  get  to  work  of 
their  own  accord.  Moreover,  those  intermediaries,  who  in 
the  past  had  wilfully  not  gathered  tho  number  of  workmen 
demanded  by  the  business  proprietors,  and  thus  planned  to 
seek  higher  voges,  have  roenntiy  beer,  prudent  and  show  a 
tendency  to  got  tho  laborers  to  woik. 


IV.  Effect  of  V.y.  labor  on  the  public 


In  viov»  of  the  nocorsity  of  observing  secrecy,  the 
treatment  of ’rVn  in  dndo  doubly  nv.ro  by  making  ft  yi  tav.t 

guards  take  a  certain  oath.  Though  the  public  has  not 
beon  informed  of  PV  labor,  those  who  have  guessed  about 
it  from  seeing  then  on  their  way  to  and  from  the  place  of 
labor  and  their  camps,  seem  to  realize  with  gratitude  the 
glory  of  tho  Imperial  Throno,  seeing  before  their  eyes 
English  and  American  PVs  at  their  labor.  A  considerable 
influence  seems  to  have  boon  oxercisod  over  the  people  of 
this  prefecture,  many  of  whom  had  boon  considerably  pro- 
Anglo-American.  They  neera  to  bo  receiving  a  fairly  strong 
stimulus  sooing  before  their  eyes  tho  position  they,  too, 
might  be  placed  in,  if  they  tnould  be  dofeated  in  the  war. 
Thus,  it  can  be  observed  that  a  satisfactox'y  effect  is 
being  ixertod  on  thoir  determinations  not  to  be  defeated 
in  wax',  whatever  happens,  and  furthermore  on  the  promotion 
of  the  general  npirit  of  labor. 
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I,  Kosaburo  Shibata,  hereby  certif;*  that  I  am 
officially  connected  with  the  Japanese  Government  in  the 
following  capacity:  2nd  class  official  in  charge  of  investi¬ 
gation,  Police  Affairs  Section,  Police  Affairs  Hureau,  Home 
.-.inis try,  and  that  as  suoh  official  I  have  custody  of  the 
document  hereto  attached  consisting  of  9  pages,  dated 
October  7,  1942,  and  described  as  follows:  ilote  from  the 

Governor  of  Kan?  gava  Prefecture  to  the  Home  Minister  pertain¬ 
ing  to  P0W  8, 

I  xurther  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  document  is  an 
official  document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is 
part  of  the  official  archives  end  files  of  the  following  named 
ministry  or  department  (specifying  also  the  file  number  or 
citation,  if  any,  or  a  other  official  designation  of  the 
regular  location  of  the  document  in  the  archives  or  files: 

Home  Ministry. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

2nd  day  of  October.  1?46 

\ 

Witness:  / s/  Yoshi.vuki  'Cur*  tani 


/ s/  Kosaburo  Shibat.a _ 

Signature  of  Official 


S3AL 

2nd  Claes  Official  in  charge  of 
investigation,  Police  Affairs  Section 
H.dig.e  .  Af  fr  iro^gu-eauJ-'-rr.-  '  inlst  ry 
Official  Capacity 


Statement  of  Official  Procurement 


I,  2nd  Lt.  Aric  Jiei6hor,  0-9350CC,  hereby  certify 
that  I  am  associated  with  the  General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme 
Commander  for  the  Allied  Powers,  .  nd  that  the  above  described 
document  was  obtained  by  me  from  the  above  signed  official  of  the 
Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of  my  official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
2nd  day  of  October,  1946. 
Witness :  /a/  Hcnr.v  Shir  1.1  imp 


hi _ ~rjc_W.  Pleisher .2nd  Lt.AlIS 

NAME 


Investigation  Division  IPS 
Official  Capacity 
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